e ecumenical 


rotestant, Anglican and Orthodox church 
ers met in the university town of St. An- 
s, Scotland, for the Central Committee of 
World Council of Churches, August 16-24. 
their last session before the Council’s 
third world assembly in New Delhi, India, 
November 1961, the 90-member policy- 
ing Committee made recommendations 
h will have far-reaching effects on the 
ches as they seek to express their unity 
hrist. 


nges Recommended in Basis 


he Committee approved a revised state- 
t of the basis for WCC membership. Pres- 
membership is based on acceptance of “our 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.” 

he new statement declares: “The World 
neil of Churches is a fellowship of churches 
h confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God 
Saviour according to the Scriptures and 
efore seek to fulfil together their common 
ng to the glory of the one God, Father, 
and Holy Spirit.” 

he statement will be recommended by the 
mittee to the Council's Assembly, which 
e only body which can take final action 
he proposed change. In the meantime the 
basis will be circulated to the WCC’s mem- 
churches for their consideration. Final 
tion requires a two-thirds vote of the 
mbly. 


UST, 1960 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey F. 
Fisher (left) greets the World Council's Protes- 
tant Episcopal president, Bishop Henry Knox Sher- 
rill, Boxford, Mass., in St. Andrews 


IMC Action on Integration 


It was reported to the Central Committee 
that the Administrative Committee of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council has unanimously 
adopted the proposal for integration with the 
WCC. 

Twenty-four of the IMC’s national member 
councils have approved the plan, six are still 
considering it and five have not responded. The 
plan will now be submitted for final endorse- 
ment and will be finally approved unless vetoed 
within six months by six of them. Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin, IMC general secretary, said how- 
ever, that there is “good reason to believe the 
proposal will be approved. 
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The World Council of Churches has also 
received approval of the proposal from 83 
member churches with only five voting against. 
Final integration is expected to take place at an 
opening session of the Third Assembly. 


Faith and Order 


The Central Committee also gave approval 
to a statement on Christian unity presented by 
the Commission on Faith and Order which held 
its triennial meeting in St. Andrews earlier in 
August. 

The statement declares that the unity sought 
is primarily a local unity or “one which brings 
all in each place who confess Christ Jesus as 
Lord into a fully committed fellowship with 
one another... .” 

The statement emphasizes that the unity 
sought “is not one of uniformity nor a mono- 
lithic power structure.” In presenting the state- 
ment, Commission vice-chairman Professor 
Henri d'Espine, of the University of Geneva, 
Switzerland, said it “implies that there would 
no longer be in each locality several churches, 
but one church comprising all those in that 
locality who confess the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ.” 

He added that “by its very nature such a 
unity is visible, but it does not imply a single 
centralized ecclesi: istical institution. 


Religious Liberty 


The report of a commission dealing with 
"Christian Witness, Proselytism, and Religious 
Liberty” was adopted and sent to the churches. 
The report outlined eleven suggested standards 
of practice for member churches. 

These include respect for other churches and 
help to rise above shortcomings, recognition 
of the right of mature individuals to change 
their church allegiance, establishment of re- 
ligious liberty for all churches and members 
in every land, disavowal of pressure, care in 
receiving members who change churches be- 
cause of “worldly or unworthy” motives, and 
help to churches which are weak rather than 
establishment of competing missions. 


[2] 


Dr. Arthur Judson Brown, 105-year-old vete 
of the ecumenical movement (left) who attenil 
the first world missionary conference in Edinbw 
in 1910, participated in a fiftieth anniversary s 
ice in Riverside Church, New York, in Ju 
Shown visiting with him are Dr. Rosweill 
Barnes, secretary of the New York office of & 
World Council of Churches, and Dr. W. A. Vii 
’t Hooft, WCC general secretary, Geneva. 

Visser 't Hooft was preacher at the jubilee ser= 
held in St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh, on 
gust 14. 


The Rt. Rev. Angus Dun, Protestant Epis 
pal Bishop of Washington, D.C., was chair 
of the commission. 


Action Requested on China 


Action to “help in the creation of conditi¥ 
which will permit the 650 million peoplely 
China to share in the benefits and accept t 
responsibilities common to all members of 
international community,” was urged by 
Central Committee. 

A 75-word statement said that cer: 
measures “especially in relation to disarmam@ 
and nuclear weapons testing can be effecti4 
applied only if the people and governmeny 
China are in a position to contribute to t 
formulation and application.” 

The statement did not specifically name | 
People’s Republic of China nor members 
in the United Nations. It asked that study | 
action be undertaken by the Commission 
the Churches on International Affairs, a jj 
WCC and International Missionary Cou 
agency. It will be referred to WCC ment 
churches. 

(Continued on next page) | 
| 
| 


Aid to Areas of Acute Human Need 


Approval of a massive program of Christian 
istance to areas of acute human need through 
¢ Council’s Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
ervice to Refugees was given by the Central 
ommittee. 


The program includes three lines of action. 
he Division will develop comprehensive dem- 
Mstration projects in carefully chosen areas. 
will extend its material aid program with a 
iew to providing resources until the projects 
et underway. It will recruit and train Christian 
en and women with technical competence to 
erve in these areas. 


n other actions the Committee: 


ADMITTED eight new member churches: 
mx Protestant, one Anglican and one Orthodox. 

hey are the Evangelical Church of Madagas- 
Mar, the London Missionary Society Synod in 
Madagascar, the Evangelical Church of Togo, 
wme Sundanese Christian Church of West Java, 
Yae Methodist Church in Ghana, and the Pres- 
Miyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (the 
/}tter two subject to formal confirmation of the 
Yasis), the Church of East Africa (Anglican), 
hd the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Anti- 
Wh and All the East. With the recognition of 
fhe merger of three U.S. churches into The 
Mmerican Lutheran Church, the membership 


HEARD evaluation of recent developments 
82 the Roman Catholic Church from the Ex- 
Weutive Committee and general secretary Dr. 
1W/. A. Visser 't Hooft. The Executive Committee 
welcomed the fact that a dialogue becomes pos- 
+ ble and hoped for continuance of informal 
uscussion between Roman Catholic theologians 
Md those of other churches. The general sec- 
5 ‘ytary said the WCC and the Roman Catholic 
burch should not be regarded as comparable 
i itities. He said “we exist to work for unity 
thd not to replace a division between many 
“oups by a division between a few large 
@youps.” 


REQUESTED member churches to ‘continue 
to examine in ecumenical discussion thigsprob- 
lems involved in planned parenthood and fopu- 
lation growth. Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, Jr., 
executive officer of the Anglican communion’s 
Lambeth Conference of Bishops, called for bold 
discussion among Christians of the doctrine of 
responsible parenthood or family planning. He 
said the time has come for a full ecumenical 
discussion of the whole area of the theology of 
sexuality and marriage itself. 


CALLED upon its member churches in 
Africa to assist in the “orderly and peaceful 
transition” of new nations to “responsible in- 
dependence.” A message offered the WCC’s 
services to the churches and noted that the 
Council will convene a consultation December 
7-14 in Johannesburg of its eight member 
churches in the Union of South Africa to dis- 
cuss relations with each other and seek an 
“understanding of the meaning of the Gospel 
for relations between the races.” 


LOCA ACIION 


The Ecumenical Study Group of the Boston 
Council of United Church Women was formed 
in 1947 for the purpose of studying the history 
of the ecumenical movement and of preparing 
for the first assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Amsterdam in 1948. 

For the study year 1959-1960, the group of 
over twenty women studied “Theology for 
Evangelism,” published by the World Council. 
In order to encourage participation by all mem- 
bers, no outside speakers were invited. Members 
had expressed some doubt about this study but 
“as they delved into the study they were sur- 
prised and pleased to discover the meanings of 
various theological terms,” a participant reports. 

When they got down underneath “the some- 
what ponderous verbiage,’ they found basic 
Christian doctrine set forth and definitely formu- 
lated for them and often beautifully expressed. 
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Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, executive secretary of the 
New York office of the World Council of Churches, 
talks to some of the Dunblane campers 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, Room 439, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. Betty 
Thompson, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. 
The Council unites 178 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 53 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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ECUMENICAL CENTER FOR SCOTLAN} 


Twenty-six young people from differex 
nations and confessions spent one month thi 
summer in a World Council of Churches wor 
camp in Dunblane, Scotland, restoring a fol 
of eighteenth century houses as an ecumenicl 
center for Scotland. 

The camp was visited by the WCC Centn 
Committee when the entire group went on ¢| 
all-day excursion from St. Andrews. They wei 
present at the dedication of the new cent 
for the Scottish Churches Ecumenical Gon 
mittee. : 

The Central Committee witnessed the unye 
ing of the symbol of the World Council whi« 
has been set into stone in a gable of one of tl 
old houses. Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thong 
of India, a WCC president, unveiled the symbi 
in the presence of town and church dignitarie 

The visitors were also shown the mediev 
vaulted cellar which the campers have excavati 
for use as a chapel, and the ground they has 
prepared for a garden. 
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The World of Books 


50d’s Unfolding Purpose by Suzanne de Dietrich, translated by Robert McAfee Brown (Westmin- 
jeer Press, Philadelphia, 290 pp. $4.50) Suzanne de Dietrich, former lecturer at the Ecumenical 
mstitute of the World Council of Churches in Switzerland, compresses into one small volume the 
asights and experience of many years of profound study of the Bible, its relevance, authority, 
dgment and hope, the centrality of its theme: salvation. Few modern writers have handled more 
cisively the vexed subject of man’s continuing disorder or have written with more assurance 
f the ultimate triumph of God's design. Dr. Brown, Auburn Professor of Systematic Theology 
t Union Theological Seminary in New York, has given a scholarly and sympathetic transla- 
yon of the original, published in French under the title: “Le Dessein de Dieu.” 


gents of Reconciliation by Arnold B. Come (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 176 pp. $3.95) 
‘rnold Come, professor of systematic theology at San Francisco Theological Seminary, challenges 
gs to recognize that the obligation to apostleship rests upon every Christian as an individual, not 
ust as the loyal member of a congregation. The universality of the mission of reconciling mankind 
> his creator and the responsibility resting upon clergy and laity alike is the thought-provoking 
meme of this book. 


It Be Of God by Paul Griswold Macy (The Bethany Press, St. Louis, 192 pp. $4) “The Story 
f the World Council of Churches” is the sub-title that Dr. Macy gives to a book which is a 
arm testimonial to the urgency and validity of the ecumenical movement, of which the World 
ouncil of Churches is the structural expression. The book is a historical appraisal of the movement 
d an account of the events leading to the formation of the Council in 1948. Dr. Macy, a 
brmer staff member of the World Council, is now Special Lecturer in Ecumenical Studies at 
he Bethany Bible Seminary in Chicago. 


ne World, One Mission by W. Richey Hogg (Friendship Press, New York, 164 pp. Paper 
fick: $1.50) After dealing with the presently acute problem of “the population explosion” the 
nithor warns that one result of this rapid increase in the world’s population will be the reduction 
Wf the numerical importance of Christianity. Dr. Hogg points the way for a united, cooperative, 
yeumenical missionary enterprise which will have the strength and vigor to deal with the new 


tuation brought about by the world revolution now in progress. 


rning World by Betty Thompson, Secretary for Public Relations (New York Office) of the 
World Council of Churches (Friendship Press, New York, 128 pp. Paper back: $1.50, Cloth 
und: $2.95) “One World, One Mission” (reviewed above) deals with the responsibility of the 
urch to the missionary enterprise. Miss Thompson deals with the responsibility laid upon the 
Thristian traveler to foreign lands to be an “ecumenical missionary.” “Turning World” is the story 
f experiences and impressions gained by the author on her travels in 1959, which took her to 
york camps, refugee centers, and other co-operative Christian projects in many different lands. It 
%. a firsthand account of some of the kinds of witness, unity, and service in which churches 
ound the world are engaged. 

q 'r. Protestant, A Symposium on the Life and Work of Franklin Clark Fry edited by Dr. Albert 
) Stauderman (Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, 76 pp. $1.50) Chapters in this biographical volume 
ipntain comments on Dr. Fry as a father, seminary student, pastor, head of the United Lutheran 
Shurch in America, a leader of the National Council of Churches, president of the Lutheran 
World Federation, and chairman of the World Council of Churches’ Central and Executive Com- 
Fittees. Contributors to the volume include Lutheran Bishop Johannes Lilje of Germany, Dr. 
fisser ’t Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, and the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, 
\rmer presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church and a WCC president. 


A.H.F. 
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THE EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL YOUTH ASSEMBLY 


On a sparkling July Sunday afternoon 1,800 
Christian young people gathered in Lausanne’s 
mammoth Olympic Sports Stadium for the final 
event of the first European Ecumenical Youth 
Assembly. There they witnessed a scenic por- 
trayal of the assembly's main theme “Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World” presented by 
Swiss young people from the Canton of Vaud. 

For twelve days the delegates, most of them 
young office workers, teachers and students with 
an average age of 21, had studied intently the 
implications of the theme for their own lives, 
for Europe, and the world. The assembly, spon- 
sored by the World Council of Churches and 
national ecumenical youth bodies in a dozen 
European countries, was the first of its kind. It 
will be followed by regional assemblies on other 
continents. 

“Are we the beat generation in dying 
churches in an exhausted old continent? Or 
are we a real youth movement in churches which 
are being renewed in a continent which dis- 
covers a new vocation?” Dr. W. A. Visser ’t 
Hooft, WCC general secretary, asked the dele- 
gates in the keynote address on July 13. 

After days of intensive work in small groups 
of 20 to 30 which met together for Bible study 
and discussion, the delegates approved a 3500- 
word consensus of their thinking. This indicates 


The major study of the Lausanne conference was 
carried on in small groups of young people from 
different nations and different confessions 
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that a responsible generation of young Chri 
tians wants to tackle afresh the problems 
Europe in relation to the world. They also ma 
it quite clear that they wanted more pr 
in Christian unity, particularly in the pai 
matter of intercommunion, and they regre 
“above all, that after so many years of theé 
menical movement we are so unable and 
unprepared by our churches to enter ip 
effective conversation with each other.” 

The Assembly had a strong internatio 
flavor. Added to the 1,400 young people ft 
European churches were 400 from overse 
Colorful saris, Scottish kilts and blue jeans 
continental and American cut were to be see 
Africans, Asians and North and South Ame: 
cans attended the conference and brought the 
insights to the study groups. The presence 
delegates from Eastern Europe and other cons 
nents, of Roman Catholic visitors, and € 
servers from the Russian Orthodox Church a. 
the Baptist Church in the USSR was grea 
appreciated by the young men and women. 

What was the purpose of this meeting @ 
was it accomplished? Canon Edward Patey, | 
Coventry Cathedral, chairman of the confi 
ence, told a press conference that “more i 
portant than any words said here or any my 
sages which emerge” was the fact of the cq 
ference itself: the discovery of the Christé 
Church in its wider dimensions by such a lam 
group of Christian young people. As the del 
gates themselves put it in a preface to thi 
findings: “We are grateful to God that in ¢ 
gathering we have recognized more clearly thi 
ever before that in spite of all the differend 
of language and denomination, of race al 
nationality, in Christ we are one, members) 
the Body of Christ.” 

It is only as the delegates go home to t 
their experiences in their local situations t 
the true meaning of this first European E 
menical Youth Assembly will be known. 

One thing is certain. A great many 
Lausanne to go back to their offices, factor 
and classrooms feeling like the Greek deleg 
who urged an end to only “talk, talk, and t 
We must act.” 


